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3 HE following letter, in the original. 
French, is the work of a foreign prelate, writ- 
ing to the faithful of his own dioceſe on par- 
_ ticular circumſtances relating to himſelf and 
to them; nevertheleſs, it is conceived that a 
tranſlation of it will not be unacceptable to 
our countrymen of different religious perſua- 
ſions. 

*It appears that many are at a loſs to ac- 
count for the conduR of the French clergy, dur- 
ing thoſe convulſions which have ſhaken their 
church to the ground, from not being ac- 
TOE vith the motives 'on which it is 
php e | grounded: 


& as” 


E 

grounded. In an early ſtage of the Revolu- 
tion they were ſeen ſubmitting, almoſt with- 
out a ſtruggle, to be ſtripped of their landed 
property and chartered rights: at preſent 
they are found braving perſecution, in its moſt 
terrifying forms of indigence, calumny, exile 
and. death, with a unanimity * and firmneſs un- 
exampled in the annals of the church ſince the 
days of Decius or Diocleſian, in defence of 
objects which are not underſtood or diſtinly 
| ſeen on this fide of the water. Theſe how- 
ever are clearly expreſſed, by one of thoſe 
ſufferers, who muſt be allowed to underſtand 
them the beſt, in pages 10, 11, and 12 * we | 
1 ietert | 


. Out of 131 French biſhops only four have been ſe- 
duced, by allurements or threats, .to fall in with the mea- 
ſures of the National Aſſembly in eccleſiaſtical concerns. 
'The diſproportion in the inferior order of clergy has not 
been quite ſo great; however, a great part of thoſe who 
| had yielded have already retracted and ſung — recan- 
tation. | 

+ The tranſlator is infinitely happy to find, in the paſ- 
ſages here referred to, a freſh proof of the ſtrict confor- 
mity between the ſyſtem of church government which 
the French clergy defend in the midſt of perſecution, and 
that which he himſelf has lately publiſhed to the world 
in a wor entitled. Taz Divixs RIH of ErIiscorAcr. 
WITH KEMARXS ON THE OaThs of Surxenacy and 
ALLEGIANCE, Sold by Meſſrs. Coghlan, Robinſons, 155 | 


E 

It cannot be leſs an objeR of public curio- 
fity to know how the clergy of France be- 
| have under the trying reverſe of fortune they 
experience: what means they have recourſe 
to for the redreſs of their injuries: and what 
doctrine and advice they diſpenſe from their 
ſecure retreats to their numerous adherents in 
their reſpeRive dioceſes and pariſhes, to whom 
they never were dearer than at the preſent 
moment. — The following letter is equally 
calculated to give information on thefe heads, 
and may ſerve as a ſpecimen of the many edi- 
fying paſtoral inſtructions which the French 
prelates have addreſſed to their flocks during 
the preſent perſecution. It is preſumed that 

thoſe who are belt acquainted with the goſpel 
ſpirit, cannot but be charmed and edified with 
thoſe ſentiments of charity, forgiveneſs of in- 
juries and abſtration from the world, which 
beam through the whole of the following 
compoſition ; and that thoſe who are verſed 
in the ſacred ſcriptures, will be pleaſed to find 
theſe ſentiments expreſſed, for the moſt part, 
either in its language, or in alluſions to it. 
The ſatisfaction of this peruſal will be re- 
doubled to thoſe honorable and reſpeQable 
perſonages, who having formed an acquain- 
tance with this venerable exile, have by their 
an conduct 
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conduR to him ſupported our national . 


ter for hoſpitality and generoſity, from the 
conviction which ſuch perſons will have, that 


the ſpirit, animates the preſent letter, is 
the ſame which they have obſerved in che 


converſation and life of its author. 


The following pages will al ſo preſent us 


| with a contraſt, which it will be impoſſible not 
to remark, between the friends and the ene- 
mies of a chriſtianity.in an. important point in 
which the latter have often provoked a com- 
petition. Who has not heard the. inceſſant 


invettives of the apoſtle of toleration®, as be 
ſtiled himſelf, againſt every ſpecies. of reli. 
gious perſecution, and the reiterated declara, 
tions of his diſciples, the modern philoſo, 
phers, in favor of the firſt of human rights, | 
that of conſcience ? But no ſooner have the 
latter got power into their hands, than, aſter 
paying fore than mortal honors f to the pu- 


51; 0% Voltaire. 


F Au the periodical prints have given an account of 


the ſolemn tranſlation, of. Voltaire' s remains into the | 


church of St. Genvieve, which, from being dedicated to 
the worſhip of the living God, pzo or r. MAx. is now 
proftituted into a charnel-houſe for thoſe, who, by blaſ- 
pheming their, Maker and, deſtroying the peace of man- 


kind, have merited, from their congenial ſpirits in the 


French legiſlature, the title of moms: ILLUSTRES, 


which inſcription, it is underſtood, has now taken place i 


| of the former, : 1 : trid 


! 


DV 


{4} 

trid remains of their reprobate * + maſter, they 
_ firſt deſtroy the very ground-work of ther 
national religion, and then purſue, with unre 
lenting and qutrageous perſecution, its mini- 
ſters, in order to oblige them to ſwear that 
whatever theſe atheiſts and deiſts haue done in 
ecclefiaſtical matters is right r and that all will 
be Tight which they may hereafter do: for ſuch 
is the tenor of the famous civic oath, which 
the French clergy are tortyred to take hy les 
gal tyranny and illegal violence. At the 
time this tranſlation was in hand, notwith- 


ſtanding all the numberleſs emigrations of the 


_ clergy, more than ninety of that body in the 

ſingle dioceſe of Leon, after undergoing the 

| preſcribed penalty of being deprived of their 
| livings, were languiſhing in gaols, like crimi- 

nals, for no other real or pretended guilt than 
for refuſing to bind their conſciences by the 
aforeſaid extraoxdinary engagement. 


* See an account of the terrifying and defperate end 
of this unhappy man (though but a month or two before 
he had endeavoured to reconcile himſelf to the church, 
and actually called for the ſacraments) in the learned 
Abbe Baruet's Lettres Helviennes, vol. 2.—8See alſo an 
Engliſh pamphlet entitled, An ACcounT of THE WRIT- 
Ice, LIFE and DEATH of VOLTAIRK. Sold by Coglilan, | 
. | | 
It 
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It would be tedious to recount the parti- 
culars of the aggravated ſufferings of the 
elergy throughout che different parts of France, 


on the ſame account, which have generally 


been in proportion as each individual has 


been more exemplary in his manners, and che 
diſcharge of his ſacred finQions': in the mean 
time, if there has been a looſe clergyman un- 


der cenſure for his irregularities, or a renegado 


Monk or Friar, who has been a ſcandal to 
his order, he has been ſure to be called for- 


ward: (there is no queſtion with ſich about 
oaths of any form) to take upon himſelf the 


care of ſouls and the credit of religion; and 


can we be ſurpriſed, that thoſe who have any 
pretenſions to chriſtianity | in rhat unhappy 


country, ſhould leave the conſtitutional 
churches empty, and fly, for the comforts of 
religion, to the priſons and deſerts of their 
former paſtors. On the ſame pretence, of re- 
ſuſing the civic oath, or out of the mere ha- 
tred of their charaQter, many of theſe conſci- 
entious eccleſiaſtics have been aſſaſſinated in 
their houſes, cloyſters or churches, if not by 
the expreſs orders, at leaſt by the acknow- 
ledged connivance of the ruling powers. 

In ſpeaking of the perſecution which is at 


preſen carried on in France, by thoſe who 


bare 


vii 7 
have no religion, againſt thoſe who have, 1 
cannot avoid adopting the ſtriking obſerva- 
tions of an author, whoſe warmth of heart and 
imagination is tempered by an equal cool- 
neſs of judgment. His words are theſe : 
e The old perſecutors ated, or pretended to 
att from zeal towards ſome ſyſtems of piety 
© and virtue: they gave ſtrong preferences 
ce to their own; and if they drove people 
« from one religion, they provided for them 
another, in which men might take refuge, 
* and expett conſolation. But the new per- 
« ſecution is not againſt a variety in con- 
* ſcience, but againſt all conſcience. It 
« profeſſes contempt towards its object; and 
e whilſt it treats all religion with ſcorn, is not 
* ſo much as neutral about the modes: it 
« unites the two evils of intolerance and in- 
difference.“ Burke's appeal, p. 11. 
| "There is a malignity in human nature, 
which cannot bear the effulgence of pure, 
unclouded ſuperiority of merit, and which 
therefore endeavours to throw a veil over it. 
All the world muſt be ſtruck with the: he- 
roiſm which the French clergy diſplay at the 
preſent moment ; but the gaperality ſeem de- 
| firous of accounting for their firmneſs upon 
any other principle than that of conſcience. 
ST 3 Some 


Some aleribe it to à love of power, hich they | 
| till hold over the minds of many, whillt they 
tetain their ſpiritual authority; others to the 
hopes of obtaining better terms, in a poſſible 
return of things to their ancient ſituation. 
How ill- grounded theſe and all ſuch conjec- 
tures are, which are obliged to have recourſe 
to an intereſted motive, will appear from the 
letter lately publiſhed; which the thirty pre: 
lates, who were members of the National 
Aſſembly, addreſſed to their ecclefiaſtical 
head, by way of conſulting him on the beſt 
means of reſtoring peace to the church of 
France; and in which they purely and fimply 
reſign their biſhoprics into his hands; in caſe 
he thinks it expedient to confirm the uncano- 
nical and invalid inſtitution of the preſent 
| intruders, and to give force to thoſe altera- 
i tions of ſpiritual juriſdiction, which have been 
vainly attempted by an incompetent authority. 
| —— After ſhewing how ready they ever were 
to concur with the civil power in making 
every defired arrangement which it was in 
their power to make, and lamenting that they 
were refuſed permiſſion to meet their brethren 
in council, in order to confider what it was in 
their power to do for this purpoſe : on which 
- nen they exclai s“ The affociations of 


* citizens 


L ik 
« citizens are declared to be legal; it is only 
in regard to us that liberty is an empty 
« ſound :” after painting, in glowing colours, 
the injuſtice they and their brethren to the 
number of 128 have ſuffered, in conſequence 
of their refuſal to take the civic oath, © 6n any 
r other terms than thoſe of preſerving invio- 


late the ſpiritual authority of the church in 


«the election, inſtitution and juriſdidion of 
« biſhops ;*” after deſcribing the ſufferings of fo | 
great a number of faithful paſtors, © who have 
<«heen inſulted and attacked in their churches, 
«in the chairs of truth and on the ſteps of the 
= ſanctuary, and of ſo many pious virgins, 

_« whoſe youth, innocence, and the feebleneſs 

* of whoſe age and ſex, have not been able to 
“ protect them from injury and outrage;”” in 

ſhort, after diſplaying that lamentable picture, 

vhich the preſent ſtate of the church of France 
preſents; they thus proceed : © What is the 
« ſentiment of the univerſal church of which 
Rome is the centre, and of which a learned 
and exemplary pontiff is the worthy inter- 
„ preter ?—We have placed no limits, nor 
« will we place any, to our perſonal ſacrifices. 
„It ſhall never be ſaid that we have, for a 
* moment, put our particular intereſt in com- 
* petition with thoſe of religion. We are 
—— c engaged 
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engaged 1 in the career of adxeriey : we haye | 
learned to behold this object ſteadfaſtly in 
every point of view; and ye have not be- 
gun our courſe without a determined reſo- 
lution to finiſh i it. Riſe then, Holy Fa- 


ther, in all the wiſdom and liberty of your 


miniſtry. Diſmiſs from your mind every 
conſideration of thoſe intereſts, which are 
confined to our ſhort lives. We fill but an 
inviſible point of time, no leſs than of ſpace ; 5 
and our fate ought not to be put in compe- 
tition with the deſtiny of empires and the 
promiſes made to the church. —Say then, 
are there any means in our power by which 


the church of France may be ſaved from 


thoſe horrible divifions with which ſhe is at 
preſent torn to pieces If it he only ne- 
ceſſary to ſacrifice ourſelyes to appeaſe he 
ſtorm; we know what examples the church 


learned to ſuffer, in her cauſe. Let but the 
doctrinę of the church be confirmed; let 
but her juriſdiQion i in the inſtitution of her 
miniſters be reſpetted and preſerved; let us 
but receive lawful ſucceſſors, by. a canoni- 
cal miſſion; and behold, Holy Father, we 
here lay our reſignation at your feet: aur 
ſree voluntary reſignation; in. order. that 

: cc ng 


L * ] 


* no > obſtacle may remain againſt your taking 
* thoſe meaſures, which your Holineſs, in its 
te wiſdom, may judge adviſeable for reſtoring 
te peace to the church of France.“ 

This letter was written in anſwer to the 
Brief, of the 10th March in the preſent year, 
addreſſed to theſubſcribers. It is dated May g. 
and ſigned by Cardinal Roc hFTAUcAu rx, 
„„ ͤñ ]ÜͥſJ RREIMS, 

The Archbiſhops of. - Ax, 

Arn, 

and twenty-ſix other Archbiſhops or Biſhops, 

being all the prelates who were members of 

the late National Aſſembly. 

The Tranſlator has only to add, that he has 
given the quotations from ſcripture and the 
fathers in Latin, as they occur in the original; 

and that he has added two or three very ſhort 
notes for the purpoſe of rendering certain paſ- 
ſages in the text intelligible to the Engliſh 
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JouN FRANCIS, BISHOP OF LEON, 


ADDRESSED | TO THE 


8 boch SECULAR 3 REGULAR, and 
to all the rAITEH Tul of his Dbioczs. 
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J OHN Francis De-La-Marche, by the 
grace of God and the authority of the holy 
Apoſtolical See, Biſhop of Leon, to the Cler- 
gy both Secular and Regular, and to the other 
Faithful of his Dioceſe, ſends health and be- 
_ _nediftion in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

When that ſituation of affairs with which 
| you, my dear brethren, are not unacquainted, 
_ obliged us to withdraw ourſelves from you, the 
* 1 


1d 


* 1 uy 1 os. 0 


hope of being able to keep up ac communica- 


tion with our Clergy, and, through them, with 
the people of our dioceſe, was the ſupport and 


comfort of our ſufferings and exile : but ſoon 


did this our chief ſolace become the object of 
_ jealouſy, and what with repeated ſearches, inqui- 
ſitorial entries, and the violation of the public 
confidence of letters, the means of communica- 


tion with you have become every day more rare 


and precarious. It was only in conſequence 
of extraordinary precautions that part of the 


copies of our laſt laſt letter, dated April 8, 


came to your hands; and we write this very 


letter to you in a ſtate of uncertainty whether 


it will be able to eſcape that reſtleſs and watch- 


ful jealouſy which obſerves and tries to coun- 


teratt all our meaſures. 
. We were aware nnn 
raged from one end of France to the other, 


that from the biſhops it had ſpread to all the 
inferior paſtors, and that in our own dioceſe 


it every day blazed forth with freſh fury, we 


had however: been too long acquainted with 


your inviolable attachment to the Catholic 


faith, to fear that either promiſes or threats 
could induce you to "_ your ſentiments. 


N ever- 


Lo + 


| Nevertheleſs we were. anxious to hear ths 


particular circumſtances of your combats and 


of your triumphs; we were impatient to learn 
not only the diſpoſitions of the faithful of our 
dioceſe in general, but alfo the ftate of each 
particular church, and the fituation of each 
individual amongſt yon. We were in this 


ſtate of impatience to obtain the moſt minnte 


inſormation concerning objects that ſo imme- 

diately fell under our paſtoral ſolicitude, 
Vvhen the news arrived that a conſiderable num- 
ber of our dear fellow-labourers had fled for 
refuge to a foreign ifland®. 


We found it impoſſible to reſiſt the defire 


of immediately paſſing the ſea to viſit them. 
After along and difficult voyage, inthe courſe 


of which we were in danger of being driven, 


by contrary winds, upon that ſhore + which 
in other circumſtances we could not have 
beheld without the moſt pleaſing emotions, 
at length we reached that hoſpitable iſland, 


which had offered a friendly aſylum to our 


brethren. We flew to their embraces, and 
| we experienced in them a momentary emo- 


tion of ſoul which afforded the moſt exquiſite 


ſatisfaction we had experienced fince our 
* Jerſey. 5 8 The French coaſt. 
"000M _- ſeparation 


T_ 


ſeparation from you.—We then learned the 
dangers they bad eſcaped, and the violence 
which had obliged them to expoſe themſelves 
to thoſe dangers. We learned what hand 
had dealt thoſe repeated ſtrokes which had ſo 
- cruelly wounded the faithful miniſters of the _ 
Lord: We learned that it was the pretended 
biſhop of Finiſterre®, whom alas! but a ſhort 
time back we counted in the number of our 
evangelical co-operators, who, ever active in 
the work of ſchiſm, and indefatiagable in the 
invaſion of a juriſdiction that can belong to 
no one but ourſelves, had raiſed up altar 
: againſt altar, who had preſumed to give in- 
ſtitution to falſe paſtors, and to iſſue ordinan- 
ces and regulations, in conſequence of which 
many intruding prieſts have been inſtalled by 
open force; whilſt the lawful paſtors have been 
paurſued with every kindofoutrage and calumny. 
Amongſt theſe we learned that ſome, without 
any conſideration either for their age or their 
infirmities, were ſnatched by an armed force, 


The pretended new biſhopric of Finiſterre includes the 
- Whole biſhoprics of Leon, and Quimper, with part of that 
of Treguier, Its preſent ſchiſmatical incumbent is the 
late Curate of Morlaix, a conſiderable pariſh in the dio- 
ceſe of Leon, in which alſo is fituated the celebrated 


town of — ; 
an 


Tel 


in the dead of the night, from amidſt their 


flocks, and ignominiouſly dragged to priſon, 
and that others, to eſcape the ſame violence, 
had betaken themſelves to flight, without ei- 
ther money or habitations, not daring to re- 


main with thoſe charitable perſons who were 


villing to receive them, for fear of drawing a 
ſevere puniſhment upon them in return for 
-their hoſpitality, whilſt a few remained near 
their flocks in diſguiſe, but in continual dan- 

ger of being diſcovered. Notwithſtanding all 


this we had the ſatis faction to underſtand that 


the greater part of the people in the cities, 


and, in a manner, all the inhabitants of the 
country, groaned under thele exceſſes, at- 
tached themſelves with additional ardor to 


their lawful paſtors, and ſhewed the greateſt 


abhorrence of the intruders, reſolutcly and 


conſtantly refuſing to communicate with them. 


Such was the account we then received, which 


by turns excited our admiration and our 
grief. 0 5 
In viewing the preſent ſtate of our dioceſe, 


we could not but reflect on what it had here- 
tofore been, and the reflection drew tears from 


our eyes. 


What is become of chat majeſtic temple 


our Cathedral Church? Alas! no longer do 
W 1 its 


| Cy 6 3 
its lacie Wann each day ben with this 
canticles of the Lord; no longer is it diſſin- 
guiſhed by thoſe ſacred ſolemnities which, to- 
gether with our pious and enlightened. clergy, 
we were accuſtomed to celebrate, and which 
were equally majeſtic and affecting in conſe- 
quence of the pomp of their ceremonies and 
of the concourſe of an innumerable people! 
What is become of thoſe precious eſtablith- 
ments where the youth of each ſex received a 
uſeful and / pious! education which at once... 


fitted them. for the duties of citizens and of 


chriſtians; where; the young eecleſiaſtics in 
particular were formed to learning and reli- 
gion, who growing up under the ſhadow of the 
| 4 altar conſtituted our chief pleaſure and hope? 
What is become of thoſe houſes of retire- 
tirement and ſilence * where the word of God 
preached by his miniſters produced its proper 
effect upon ſinners, where the hearts of chriſ- 
rians were melted into contrition, where en- 


nn ͤdifferent parts of France, and particularly in 
the dioceſe of Leon, houſes of retreat for ſecular perſons 
were eſtabliſhed, in which thoſe. who. were diſpeſed to 
ſpend a few days in them found every advantage and aſ- 
ſiſtance to enter into themſelves, by a ſerious contempla- 
tion of the goſpel truths, for the purpoſe: of ee 

their lives and prepaning for __ 115 
mities 
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mities were forgotten, revenge was ſuppreſſed, 
| reparation was made for injuſtice, fins were 
confeſſed, were bewailed and were forgiven ? 


73 How are thoſe ancient monaſteries, the mo- ; 
numents of the piety of our anceſtors, deſo. 


lated and ruined; - thoſe ſacred aſylums of reli- 
gious poverty, innocence and virtue, thoſe 


_ pious ſolitudes in which the conſtant practice 


of the goſpel perfection exhibited to our views 
an image of the lives of primitive Chriſtians ! 


Who that had heretofore ſeen our church 
eould know it again under the diſguiſe of its 


preſent mangled features? 
Our churches are abandoned or put up to 
ſale, our altars are a prey to the ſacrilegious ; 
the faithful miniſters of the church are diſper- 
ſed, purſued like criminals, and caſt into pri- 
ſon; the people are given up to ſeduftion and 
the imminent danger of ſchiſm; impiety bold- 
ly ſtalks abroad, ſcattering on all fides calum- 
ny, error and blaſphemy, while the ſword of 
perſecution hangs over the head of all the faith- 
ful diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt : ſuch is the ſitua- 
tion into which we have been led by that 
= maſter-piece of a reform, which profeſſed to 
bring back amongſt us the original ſanbtity of 
| Long . age. | 
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O my God! what times haſt thou reſerved 
us to behold! * 

Gladly, my dear Wei e we ewould become 
an anathema for you before the Lord. We 
wiſh it were in our power to draw down upon 
this our hoary head, which already bends un- 
der the weight of years, the collefted preſſure 
of all your ſufferings and perſecutions. God 
knows with what joy we would ſurrender our 


limbs to chains, provided we could, at that 


price, ſet yours at liberty: but if this be impoſ- 
ſible, we truſt, at leaſt, that (provided all com- 
munication with you be not precluded, and 
that this letter wet with our tears can find its 
way into your hiding-places and your priſons) 
you will diſcover how dear you all are to our 
heart, how tenderly we feel for your ſuffer- 
ings, and how much we are diſpoſed to 10 and 
to ſuffer to redreſs them. | 
What remedies can we now Hs, for 
ſach accumulated evils? what ſalutary direc- 
tions is it in our power to give you? Amidft 
| ſuch a ſcene of univerſal confuſion and ruin, 
how is it poſſible to lay down a plan for the 
direction of your prudence and zeal? The 
Spirit of God will himſelf guide thoſe amongſt 


Di bone! quæ me in ſzcula reſerraſti. St, Cypr. : 
| | „ 


F 

you, who ſtill are at liberty to exerciſe their 
functions, how to improve to the beſt advan- 
tage the means that preſent themſelves for 
this purpoſe. Thanks be to the divine mercy, 
for the moſt part, they have only to ſecond 
the pious diſpoſitions of the people. Such 
paſtors will congratulate with thoſe who ad- 
| here firmly to church, they will fly to the 
aſſiſtance of thoſe who begin to waver, and 
will fortify them in the principles of catholic 
unity, they will lead back thoſe who have had 


the misfortune to wander from the right road: 


they will diſſuade the faithful in general from 
holding any communion in religious matters 
with the ſchiſmatical miniſters and paſtors: 
finally, they will ſpare neither watchings nor 


labours to fulfil the calling of evangeliſts, to 


purſue the work of their miniſtry * and to 
prove themſelves faithful ſoldiers of Jeſus 
Chriſt T. It is requiſite however to remind 
theſe zealous paſtors of the neceſſity they lie 
under of uniting the prudence of the ſerpent 
with the wen of the dove 1. 


* 'Tu vero vigila, in omnibus Abe, opus fac evange- 
geliſtæ, miniſterium tuum imple. 2 Tim, e. 4. 

+ Labora ſicut bonus miles Chriſti. Ibid. c. 3. 

Eſtote ergo prudentes ſicut * & ſimplices ſicut 
columbe, Mat. 10. 
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We live in-that unhappy time kaſurked out 
by the apoſtle, when, rejecting ſound doc- 
trine, men aſſemble from all parts maſters who 
teach according to the corrupt deſires of their 


own hearts *. Beware of theſe promoters 'of 
ſchiſm, theſe lovers of novelty: they will 


watch your ſteps, they will drag you into their 
aſſemblies, they will ill treat you in their ſy- 
nagogues, voy will traduce 1 7 8 ne their 


tribunals +. 


We can never iſiciently Mien the blind- - 


neſs of the perſecutors who have driven us 
from our flock. For what is the ground- 
work of their violence and malice againſt us? 

It is becauſe we delire that we cannot, with- 
out betraying our miniſtry and our faith, ſur- 
render into the hands of a political aſſembly 
the power which Jeſus Chriſt has committed 
to his church of regulating its government, its 


doctrine, and its diſcipline. 
It is becauſe we aſſert, that biſhops who have 


been appointed vy the "WER cannot a to 


* Krit enim tempus cum ſanam a non ſuſtine- 


bunt, fed ad ſua deſideria coacervabunt ſibi magiſtros 
prurientes auribus. 2 Tim. c. 4. 


+ Cavete autem ab hominibus, tradent enim vos in con- 
ciliis, & in ſynagogis ſuis flagellabunt vos: & ad præſides 


be 


et ed teges ducemini | propter me. Mat. 10, 
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de the only lawful paſtors of their reſpective 


dioceſes, hut by their own voluntary reſigna- 


tion, by a canonical e or by theie 


death. 
It is becauſe we n that the 9850 


N has the right of chooſing her paſtors, 


and that the election of the miniſters of a ſu- 


pernatural religion can never be the natural : 


right of the people. 


It is becauſe we teach, that biſhops, whoſe 


| Inſtitution and miſſion is not derived from the 


center of catholic unity, are paſtors without 
juriſdiction and without flocks ; and that they 
form no link in that apoſtolical chain which 


unitos all the faithful, through the medium of 


| their biſhops, with the viſible head of the 
church, and with its inviſible head Jeſo⸗ 


Chriſt. x 
It is becauſe we conſtantly bold and ban 


that the government of the church has been 
entruſted by Jeſus Chriſt tq the biſhops “, and 


that in quality of paſtors they cannot be de- 


pendent upon any part of their flocks, or be 


7 * to it. 


* Antenuite vobis & aniverſa gregi, in quo vos Spiri- 


tus Sanctus poſuit N regere eceleſiam Nei. 


ACh, 23. - | 
e by” 2 It 


KE * ] 

It is becauſe we profeſs, as the dodrine of 
the catholic church, that it is impoſſible to 
hold communion with the holy ſee, and to de- 
ny its primacy of authority and juriſdiction. | 

It is becauſe we refuſe to admit a new con- 
ſtitution of the clergy which the chief paſtor 
| has decided to be in oppoſition to the doc- 
trine of the church, to be an uſurpation of its 
moſt ſacred rights *, and an aſſemblage of er- 
rors and hereſies t. | 1 

Finally, it is becauſe the manifeſt FREIE 


tion, in a ſpiritual order of things, between the 


decrees of a mere political aſſembly and the 
doarine of the church, has obliged us to re- 
ject an oath which was enjoined by the former 
and condemned by the latter; and hecauſe, in 
obedience to the commands of our divine 
Maſter, we openly declare that it is our duty | 
to obey God rather than men T. £ 
How comes it that this line of conduQ di- 
- refed by the goſpel leſſons ſhould prove ſo 
diſpleaſing to thoſe who profeſs nothing elſe 
but ta lead us baek to the ſanQtity it incul- 
cates? How comes it that our perſeverance in 
adhering to maxims, which are as ee 


15 Brief of Pius VI, March 19, 1791, » p · 77. 

+ Ditto, Feb. 23, 1791. | 

+ Obedire oportet magis Deo quam bopinibus AR. 5. 
| tianity 


. 

tianity itſelf, ſhould conſtitute a crime in the 
eyes of thoſe who profeſs themſelves to be our 
reformers? How happens it that opinions, 
which till now have been conſidered as the or- 
naments of the character of a catholic, are of 
a ſudden turned, with reſpe& to we into a oo 

text for hatred and perſecution? 
They think that their boaſted revolution 
cannot become oompleat but by our miſery, 
_ Captivity and death. They are the dupes of 
their fanaticiſm, and they know not what they 
do. But we know what charity requires ofus in 
their regard, which is to forgive them, to bleſs 
them, and to pray for them. What merit is 
there in loving thoſe who love us? Are the 
_ greateſt ſinners wanting in doing this? But 
the maxims of our law, and the commands of 
our divine Legiſlator, we know, require of us 
to love our enemies, to do good to thoſe who 
do evil to us, to bleſs thoſe who curſe us and 
to pray for thoſe who calumniate us . Let 
us ſuffer, if it be our lot, hunger and thirſt; 
in the midſt of the unn i let not a 


* Sed be Geo-=dlligits inimicos veſtros, watts 
1js qui vos oderunt, benedicite maledicentibus vobis, 
orate pro calumniantibus yos ;—ſi diligetis eos qui vos di- 
 ligunt, quæ vobis eſt gratia ? Nonne & ar dili- 
5 Sans ſe diligunt? Luc, 6. | 
8 
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_ reproachfy} werd or a murmur eſcape. from 
our, mouths, driven from our houſes, and not 
having a place wherein to lay our heads, let 
us, after: the, example of the apoſtles, anſwer 
outrages- with, bleſſings, perſecutions with pa- 
tience, and blaſphemies with prayers “. | 
It was this reſignation of foul in the ancient 
Chriſtians which ſurpriſed their pagan perſe- 
cutors, and mitigated the violence of their 
fury. Let us hope that our chriſtian brethren 
will not always be inſenſible to our ſufferings. 
In the height of their error and infatuation, 
they conſider us as their declared foes; let us 
not provoke them in the paroxyſm of their fu- 
ry; let us ſpare them, as much as it is in our 
power, the guilt of the, crimes they are ready 
to commit againſt u us. They will one day or 
another ſee their error, in conſidering, on one 
hand, the grieyous ſufferings they have infli- 
ed upon us, and, on the other, the patience 5 
with which we have ſubmitted to chem. F or 
| meets, diſarms' wrath, and vengeance at 


„ = & 4. 


ing vieims 1. 


* 


. 5 1 9 in n hang bea et eſurimus et Sefujus et nudi 
| ſumus, & colaphis cxdimur et inſtabiles ſumus—maledi- 
cimur & benedicimus, perſecutionem patimur & ſuftine- 9 
mus, blaſphemamur & obſecramus. 1 Cor. 4. | 
"47 Reſponſio mollis frangit zram. Prov. 15. Tt 


** 
I is true the days of our pilgrimage are be- 
come evil, but they run rapidly on towards 
their end. We are ſeen but for a ſhort time 
on the ſtage of life, and then we diſappear. 
The light and momentary tribulations marked 
out for us, if ſuffered for juſtice ſake, will pro- 
duce for us an infinite weight of glory in a 
happy eternity v. Let hope then ſupport us; 
let our courage take fire at the torch of faith. 
Let us no longer fix our attention on the figure 


of this world which paſſeth away; but let us 
raiſe up our eyes to the regions of eternity. 


How fweet is it to ſuffer when we have God 


for our witneſs, Jeſus Chriſt for our n 
and heaven for our reward! 
M chiefly in the times when ſchiſm and 
| herefy prevail that the goſpel conſtitutes the 
ſupport and comfort of a'Chriftian. It is then 

| he proves that his hopes are built on the 
promiſes of Chriſt : repoſing with entire ſecu- 
Tity on the authority of his unfailing word, he 
beholds undiſmayed the ſtorms that aſſault the 


Id quod in præſenti eſt, momentaneum & leve tribu- 
lationis noſtrz, ſupra modum in ſublimitate æternum glo- 
riæ pondus operatur in nobis; non contemplantibus nobis 


quæ videntur, ſed que non videntur. Quæ enim videa- 
tur temporalia une, * autem non videntur æterna ſunt. 


; 9 4. . ä 
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facred veſſel of the church. In the midſt of 

their fury he confidently exclaims, The gates 
of hell ſhall not prevail againſt her; Jeſus 
Chriſt will never abandon his choſen ſpouſe ; 
he will always remain with her until the con- 
ſummation of ages“. Mounting then up 
in imagination from century to century, he 
diſcovers in the paſt protection of provi- 
dence a pledge of its future care. He be- 
holds the church attacked by the ſword of 


| perſecution in her very cradle: he beholds, at 


different periods, all the powers of darkneſs 
combined to work her ruin, yet, in ſpite of all 
_ oppoſition, he ſtill beholds her, with a ſteady 
and majeſtic pace, marching forward to her 
deſtined kingdom, darting from behind each 
miſty ſtorm more pure and dazzling rays, and 
making ample amends for her loſſes in ſome 
countries by freſh conqueſts over others. 
However, the general promiſes of God in 
favour of the eternal and univerſal. empire of 
the church are not ſufficient to calm the ap- 
prehenſions we entertain for the particular 
* Et ego dico tibi, quia tu es Petrus, & ſuper hanc pe- 
tram zdificabo ecclefiam meam, & portz inferi non præ- 
| valebunt adverſus eam. Mat. 16,——FEt ecce ego vobil.- 


cum ſum omaibus diebus . ad EATS Is ſx- 
cult, Mat, 28. 


| fate 


WEL. 4” 2 
fate of the church of France. It is true that 
its paſtors have on no occaſion manifeſted 
greater abilities, virtue or courage, than they 
do. at preſent; it is alſo true that the faith of 
dur chriſtian countrymen in general was never 
more lively and ardent than it is now. But 
ſtill the exiſtence of a ſchiſm amongſt us has 
been ſolemnly denounced : and this ſchiſm is 
ſupported by actual force. Will this unhappy | 
evil gain ground amongſt us ? will it extend. 
itſelf to future ages? and is it doomed that 
this great and men 1 church, aſter having 
for fourteen hundred years ſtood firm againſt 
all the hereſies and ſchiſms that have ſpread 
deſolation over the other parts of Europe, 
ſhould at laſt fall te the ground with the 
French monarchy in an unhappy age of u- 
mults and confuſion? 
It is not permitted us to fathom the 
depths of the judgments of God]; his ways 
are inveſtigable to our weak ſight. Still 
bovever ve are perſuaded that, though 
the Almighty chaſtiſes us, he will not aban- 
| don us*; 3 that it is in our power to difarm his 


5 Propter FO nunquam wal, à yobis miſericordi- 
am ſuam amovet; corripiens vero in adverſis populum 
: ſeum non derelinquet, 2 Macchab, . 6. 


* . juſtice, 
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jultice, and that it is our duty to e his 


clemency. 8 | 

There is no doubt but that our nee 
iniquities have drawn down upon our heads 
that perſecution which the clergy now expe- 
rience, and that the general negle of religion 


and morality has overturned the civil go- 


vernment. We cannot call in queſtion that 
our crimes and diſorders have provoked the 


zuſtice of God to ſend us this dreadful ſcourge 


of ſchiſm under which our church now lulters 
and groans “. 

It is then by ſincere contrition and peni- 
tential tears that we muſt appeaſe the divine 
wrath, Exiled as we are from our churches, 
we can no longer proſtrate ourſelves between 
the veſtibule and the altar ; let us then fall 


down at the foot of the croſs. Let us paſs 


over the years of our lives in the bitterneſs 
of our ſouls. If where two or three perſons 
are aſſembled together in the name af Chriſt, 
they may expett to be heard, what may not. 


* Intelligendum eſt. enim & confitendum prefſurs 
iſtius tam turbidam vaſtitatem, quæ gregem noſtrum 
maxima ex parte populata eft, & adhuc uſque populatur, 
ſecundum peccata noſtra veniſſe, dum viam Domini non 
tenemus, nec data nobis ad ſalutem cœleſtia mandata 
ſervamus. St. Cypr. in ſeceſſu. Ep. 11, Þ 
1 2 1 be 


L 9 4 
be expected from the united force of our 
perſevering ſupplications? Unite yourſelves 
then in ſpirit with your biſhop: The diſtance 
that ſeparates us is a mere nothing in the 
| fight of the infinite being, and it is not in the 
power of men to prevent the communication 
of our ſouls together in the holy exerciſe of 
prayer. Let then our conjoint prayers mount 
up, at the ſame time, from whatever places 
providence fhall appoint for our abode, and 
from the deſerts in which you wander, the 
| hiding places in which you are concealed, and 
from the priſons in which you groan, and let 
them meet in concert together before the 
throne of Jeſus Chriſt ſitting at the right band 
of his eternal Father. Let us, by a tender 
and filial devotion, engage the powerful in- 
terceſſion of that holy being, who is the queen 
of angels, „ the refuge of ſinners and the mo- 
ther of Jeſus; let us deſire her to pray that her 
divine Son would caſt an eye of pity on his 
| paſtors, who are ſcattered abroad, and on his 
flock, which is a prey to hirelings. Let us 
_ conjure the Almighty with the greateſt fer- 
vor, for the prayer of his fervants, to give us 
peace, to put an end to our baniſhment and to 
our dangers, to grant a re-eſtabliſhment to 
our church and proſperity to our empire, 

Da and, 
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and, after the dark clouds and furious tem- 
peſts which we have experienced, to ſend 
light and a calm ſerenity amongſt us“. 


Notwithſtanding there yet appears no pre- 


ſage of this happy change, notwithſtanding 
our misfortunes, which ſeemed at their great- 


eſt height, rather encreaſe than diminiſh, yet 


let us not give ourſelves up to ſorrow like 
thoſe who have no hope f. This would nei- 
ther be conformable to your paſt fortitude, 
nor to the divine model we ought to have 
conſtantly before our eyes. In the cauſe of 
religion it is to the omnipotence of grace we 


are to look up for reſources. It is this which 


moulds the hearts of the people and of their 


' princes; this brings about the deſigns of pro- 
vidence by ways that are equally ſweet and 


certain: and, if our evils inereaſe and are per- 
petuated, it affords us ſtrength proportionable 
to their extent and duration, Grace operates 


1 Rogemus pacem maturius reddi, cito Iatebris noſe. 
tris & periculis ſubreniri : impleri quæ famulis ſuis Do- 


minus dignatur oſtendere, redintegrationem eccleſiæ, 


ſecuritatem ſalutis noſtræ, poſt pluvias ſerenitatem, poſt 

tenebras lucem, poſt procellas & turbines placidam ſere- 

nitatem. St. Cypr. in Seceſſ. Ep. 11. 8 
Ut non contriſtemini ſigut cæteri qui "_uw non ha- 


| bent, 1 Theſſ. 4. 


am 


E 
ſtill greater wonders; it raiſes man above the 
condition of his nature; it makes him find his 
ſtrength in his own weakneſs, his glory in his 
humiliations, his joy in his ſufferings. Thro! 
grace, the chriſtian, after the example of the 
| apoſtles, finds in perſecutions, impriſonments, 

and inſults, a ſource of delight, rejoicing that 
he is thought Sonny" to ſuffer for Jeſus 
Chriſt*. 

In fact theſe are the atmen as we are 
well aſſured, with which you have ever been 
animated in the midſt of your e and 

. | 
Ĩ be fight of the effetts which diving grace 
polices in your ſouls, ſuſpends our grief, 

and forces us to exclaim in the words of St. 
Cyprian. O Bleſſed church of ours! + Bleſſed 
it undoubtedly is in poſſeſſing a miniſtry 

which cannot be accuſed, till it is diſguiſed by 
| calumny ; which, being equally aſſailed by 
threats and allurements, by want and afflu- 
ence, by perſecution and flattery, has at once 


* Thant gaudentes a conſpectu concilii, quoniam dig- 

ni habiti ſunt. pro nomine . contumeliam pati. 

Act. 5. | 

1 + O beatam e noſtram, quam fic honor divinz 
5 dignationis illuminat, quam, temporibus noftris, glorio- 
ſus martyrum {angels illuſtrat! St. Cypr. in Seceſſ. 


Ep. 1 
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ſactificed every. worldly intereſt to conſcien- 
tious integrity, and ſtands prepared for the 
worſt of torments that perſecution can inflidt v. 
Happy is the church which can boaſt of a 
multitude of religious virgins, whoſe faith 
has been immoveable amidſt the various temp- 
tations of allurement, of violence and of in- 
digence; from whom menaces could not ex- 


tort even a connivance at ſchiſm, and who, 


ſuperior to the weakneſs of their ſex, have, 
with the ſole arms of chriſtian ſimplicity, ſub- 
dued the efforts of an arbitrary and tyran- 
nical forcet! Happy once more is that church 
where the people in general have ſhewn fach 
an exemplary attachment to catholic unity, 


to the perſons of their lawful paſtors, and to 


the inſtruftions they have received from them. 
In the joy of our heart I we give humble 
thanks to _ _-_ our nn Is 0 of __ 


Non enim ipfi- tormentis, ed tormenta ip des. 

erunt. St, Cypr. in Seceſſ. Ep. 12. Jy | 
I Infirma mundi elegit Deus ut nn, Gia, 
x Corio 

I Exulto lætus & bind fortiflimi ac beatiſſimi hea : 
tres, cogniti fide ac virtute veſtrà, in quibus mater eccle- 
ſia gloriata eſt, & nuper quidemcum confeſſione perſtante, 
ſuſcepta pœna eſt, quæ confeſſores Chriſti fecit extorres— 
crevit pugna, crevit & ae Bons. St. Cypre 


in Seceſſ. Ep. 10. where 


EE, 5 

where the paſtors have diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by their fidelity, and the flock by their 
docility, and where the murdering wolf has 
done the leaſt miſchief. It is our duty to 
render this public teſtimony to the piety of 
our people and to the zeal of our rt 

tors in the miniſtry. 
Why alas! is our joy e by * 
melancholy recollection, that ſome of our 
- clergy through ſeduction, fear or intereſt, 
after beginning with the fatal oath, have com- 
' Pleated the work of ſchiſm! They have de- 
ſerted their lawful paſtor ſet over them by the 
church, to enliſt under another who has no 
other appointment than from the civil power. 
Without any other title to the ſituations they 
hold than an unlawful and illuſory eleQion, 
without any other miſſion than what they 


pretend to derive from a biſhop who himſelf 


is deſtitute of juriſdiction and of a dioceſe, 
they have preſumed to ſeize on the churches 
of the true paſtors, whom the arm of force 

had driven from them. The light of truth 
bas broken 1 an miſt of N in 


3 Gratias ago Deo meo per 8 Chriſtum pro om- 
nibus vobis, quia fides veſtra/ annuntiatur in "IE 
 _ Philip. 3 un | 
| - which 
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which this queſtion was enveloped, error Has 
been expoſed and confounded, the evidence 
of reaſon has been ſtrengthened by the force 


of authority; there is not a pretence of doubt 


or plea of excuſe to caſt a veil over the pre- 


ſent queſtion. How are theſe men faſcinated 


not to yield obedience to the empire of 
truth“? | | 
We have: at different times entreated FRO | 


and we have reproved them in all patience and 
in all learningt; if they perſiſt in obſtinately 


ſhutting their eyes againſt the light of truth 
and their ears to our paternal voice, how is it 
poſſible for us to with-hold that puniſhment 


which the church decrees againſt obſtinate 


and contumacious chriſtians ? . 
Let us afford them a lite. ; more time in 


order to withdraw themſelves from the ſtroke 


that is ſuſpended over them. Let them no 
longer be influenced by human reſpect and a 
falſe point of honour; let them acknowledge 
their fault, and repair it. We conjure them 
to do this, by the tender feelings of a father, 
which we cannot but feel for our children, 


| however culpable they have been. We en- 


* Quis vos faſcinavit non obedite veritati Gal, 3. 
+ In omni patients & dofriol, 2 Tim. 4. 


treat 
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treat them to do it in the name of the church 
whoſe tears they will thus ſtaunch, in the name 


ok religion, whoſe rights they will thus reſtore, 


for their own. eternal welfare, and even for 
their preſent credit and charatter. There 
is ſometimes more courage diſplayed in 
the candor of retraQing an unlawful oath, 
than in the perſeverance of rejecting it. 


We had purſued the line of conduct traced 
5 out by the ſupreme Pontiff, and, upon the 
expiration of the term of forbearance he has 
preſcribed, we had confirmed his ſentence. 
We had obſerved the uſual formalities on this 

coccaſion; but inquiſitorial reſearches and 

overbearing force have ſtopped the circula- 


tion of the paſtoral ordinance which we had 


| prepared to accompany the brief of his Holi- 
neſs: it is our preſent buſineſs to eſtabliſh the 
| regulations in queſtion, and to endeayour to 
cw them into execution. 
For theſe reaſons, after having invoked the 
aſſiſtance of the Almighty; after having, in 
his divine preſence, duly weighed the brief of 
our holy Father Pope Pius VI. of the date 
of April 1g, in the preſent year, part of 
which, namely that which contains the cen- 
ne © : ſures, 


5 26 „ 
ſures, we inſert beneath®; regretting that " 


is not in our power to give: the whole; after 
1 75 having 


* EXTRACT Com "the Birks of his HoLinzss 
P 1 U 8 . | 


April 13, 8 Pages 48, 49, 50, 51, 52. 


« 'Taught, as we have been by theſe ſucceſſive and 
various crimes, that ſchiſm has got footing and gains 
«« ground in France, which kingdom has deſerved ſo well 
of religion, and is ſo dear to us; hearing that each 
day new elections of paſtors both of the firſt and the 
** ſecond order take place, and that, whilſt the true mi- 
« nifters of the church are rejected, ravenous wolves are 
admitted into the fold, we have felt ourſelves pene - 
«« trated with the moſt lively emotions of grief. 

« In order thereſore to oppoſe without delay the fur- 

1 ther progreſs of ſchiſm, to reclaim- thoſe who have 
gone aſtray, to ſtrengthen thoſe who have continued 
« firm, to preſerye the religion of this flouriſhing em- 
«« pire; by and with the advice of our venerable bre- 
© thren the College of Cardinals, ſeconding the mea- 
* ſures of the biſhops belonging to the French Aſſembly, 
and treading in the footſteps of our predeceſſors, We, 
„by the apoſtolical authority with which we are in- 

1 veſted, do, by theſe preſent letters, require all Cardi - 
% nals, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Abbots, Vicars, Canons, 

* Curates, Priefts and all other Eccleſiaſtics whether 

©« ſecular or regular, who have abſolutely and uncondi- 
« tionally taken the oath concerning the conſtitution of 

* the Clergy, that poiſonous ſource from which ſo 
% many evils and misfortunes have flowed upon the 
Es church 
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having conſidered, what is of public notoriety, 
| that the head of the Church has received 
from 


4 church of France, to retract the ſame within the ſpace 
« of forty days from the preſent date; under pain of 
i ſuſpenſion from all eccleſiaſtical functions and of irre- 
* gularity, if they preſume to exerciſe the ſame. 
„ We particularly declare that the elections of the 
* undermentioned perſons Expilly, Marolles, &c. to 
te the biſhoprics of Quimper, Soiſſons, &c. are unlawful, 
Co ſacrilegious and null; as ſuch we abrogate and annul 
* them, and at the ſame time we annul the pretended 
* erections of the biſhopricks of Moulins, Chateau 
© Roux, and that of every other pretended | new | 
0 e e 
% We moreover declare that the ſaid en 
| ce of biſhops were criminal, unlawful, ſacrilegious and 
„ contrary to the canons; and that the perſons thus 
” raſhly and uncanonically elected, are deſtitute of all 
“ ſpiritual juriſdiction, and being thus unlawfully con- 
* ſecrated are ſuſpended from the exerciſe of their 
% epiſcopal functions. | 
1 In like manner we declare to be e from 
Ka the exerciſe of their epiſcopal functions Charles 
* biſhop of Autun, John Baptiſt biſhop of Babylon, and 
4 Jobs eg biſhop of Lydda, the ſacrilegious conſe- 
* cratorsor aſſiſtants at the ſaid conſecrations, as like- 
* wiſe we declare thoſe to be ſuſpended from the ex- 
** erciſe of the ſacerdotal or other eccleſiaſtical func- 
tions, who by action, counſel or conſent have concur- 
fe. red to the ſaid execrable conſecrations. 
We therefore expreſsly prohibit and interdict the 
ﬀ ſaid . and the other nal invalidly elected 
cc and : 


[ 28 15 
jy Tr his Majeſty and the biſhops of i 


full information concerning the nature of the 
V new 


% 


„and unlawfully conſecrated, under pain of ſuſpenſion, 
* from preſuming to arrogate to themſelves any epiſco- 
« pal juriſdiction, or any other power which they have 
* not lawfully obtained; as alſo from giving dimiſſory 
e letters for orders, from conftituting, deputing or con- 
4 firming, under any pretext whatſoever, even that of a 
«« pretended neceflity for the ad miniſtration of the ſa- 
« craments and the care of ſouls, any paſtors, vicars, 
. miffionaries, aſſiſtants, functionaries, or other mini- 
e ſters, by whatſoever name they may be called; from 
« iſſuing any ordinances or regulations, either indivi- 
« vidually or collectively, in caſe they ſhould meet to- 
«« gether in a mock council, with reſpect to ecclefiaſtical - 
6 government: declaring and pronouncing to be null 
« and of no authority whatſoever, the dimiſſorials, de- 
« putations and confirmations, which they have had, or ; 
% may have the preſumption to give, as well as all other 
* inſtruments or acts of the ſame nature, and all others 
« that may be conſequent to the ſame, which have al- 
e ready or may hereafter be 1 them — or per- EN 
„ formed. 


« We forbid, under POR: like pain of 1 both 
e the perſons conſecrated and the conſecrators them- 


«« ſelves to preſume to confer the ſacraments of confir- 
«© mation, or of orders, or in any ſort to exerciſe the 
functions of epiſcopacy, from which ace are at pre- 
«« ſent ſuſpended. 

Let then thoſe who have received 1 from 


« the above mentioned know, that they alſo are ſuſ- 
| * 3 Ns 
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new conſtitution of the dergy, and of all the 


_ effefs i it has produced with reſpet to religion; 
> 19 | which 


« produc from the exerciſe of their ct and that 
they will become nn. if aber Preſume to exer- 
* ciſe them. 
Jo prevent ſtill greater evils, by our aforeiaid x au- 
* thority, and by theſe preſent letters, we ordain and 
“ decree, that all other elections which have been or 
„ ſhall be made, according to the formalities of the ſaid 
| ** conſtitution, by the electors of the civil diſtrifs or de- 
6 partments, for churches that are actually vacant, and 
F* ſtill more far thoſe which have their lawful biſhops ; 


4“ for the ancient ſees, and ſtill more for the pretended 


* new ones, have been, are, and ſhall be void, unlawful, 
** ſacrilegious and null, hereby for the preſent and fu- 
4 ture times, diſannulling and abrogating them; de- 
1 claring moreover, that all eccleſiaſtics thus illegally 
„“ and uncanonically choſen, or ſuch as may be thus 
*, choſen to biſhopricks or pariſhes, are deſtitute of all 
* ſpiritual authority over ſouls; that the biſhops who 
* have been conſecrated, all whom we include in the 
5 ſame manner as if they were named, and all who may 
«© be hereafter conſecrated are and will remain ſuſpend- 
« ed from the exerciſe of their epiſcopal order, in the 
« ſame manner as curates thus invalidly inftituted are 
« and will continue ſuſpended from the exerciſe of the 
« ſacerdotal miniſtry, We expreſsly forbid all perſons 
% who are or may be ſo elected to biſhoprics, to receive 
* from any metropolitan, or other biſhop, epiſcopal 
* conſecration. We alſo prohibit all ſuch falſe biſhops, 


” together with theig ſacrilegious conſecrators, and all 
other 


[63 
which mode of having recourſe, in fuch cir- 


cumſtances, to the Holy See is conformable | 
8 to 


other archbiſhops and biſhops, from preſuming, un- 
« der any pretext whatſoever, to conſecrate them. 
« We alſo forbid the ſaid perſons who are, or may be 
* fo elected to biſhoprics or curacies to attribute to 


«© themſelves, in any ſort, the rank or character of arch- 7 


„ biſhops, biſhops, curates or vicars; to aſſume the 
« titles of the cathedral or parochial churches: to which 
they have been ſo elected, or to arrogate to them- 
* ſelves any juriſdiction, authority or faculty reſpecting 
* the conduct of ſouls, under pain of ſuſpenſion and nul- 
** lity, from which ſuſpenſion none of the aforeſaid can 
*© be abſolved except by ourſelves, or thoſe who may 
have received a enen from the holy ſee for this 
s purpoſe. | | . 

« KExerciſing as we do the utmoſt lenity conſiſtent 
with our obligations on the preſent occaſion, we have 
** contented ourſelves, in order to remedy the preſent 
* diſorders, and to prevent a repetition of them, with 
_ «« declaring what the puniſhments are which are annexed | 
*« to them by the holy canons. For we ſtill hope in the 
Lord that the biſhops who have acted as conſecrators, 
and the eecleſiaſties who have uſurped the government 
*« of ſb many cathedral and pariſh churches, as well as 
« all the authors and promoters of the conſtitution of 
the clergy, will ſee their errors, and that, being ſtruck 
with repentance, they will return back to that fold of 
«© Chriſt from which through intrigue, artifice and fraud 
they have been ſeduced. We therefore exhort them 
* with paternal tendernefs, we entreat them, we conjure 
15 | | CO en 
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to the conſtant practice of the great chuirthes | 
of the Eaſt and of the Weſt; and becomes 
indiſpenſably neceſſary in our ſituation, when 
the earneſt requeſt of the French biſhops to 
be permitted to meet in en has been re- 


1 


* them in the Lord to reſign the miniftry they have 
< uſurped, to withdraw themſelves from the ways of 
<< perdition in which they are engaged, and not to en- 
* courage by their conduct the pretended philoſophers 
of the age, to propagate amongſt a chriſtian people 
„ ſyſtems of doctrine which are monſtrous in their kind, 
nnd which are in direct oppoſition to the inſtitutions of 
« Jeſus Chriſt, to the tradition of the Fathers, and to 
ce the laws of the church. If however, which God for- 

* bid, it ſhould appear that our moderation and pater- 
nal exhortations have failed to produce their defired 
te effect, let the guilty know that we do not mean to ex- 
* empt them from thoſe weightier puniſhments which 
the canons have decreed againft them, that we ſhall 
„declare them anathematized, and denounce them to 
** the univerſal church as excommunicated perſons, as 
* ſchiſmatics, and as men ſeparated from our commu- 
% nion and that of the church. For we have learned 
e from our predeceſſor St. Leo in his letter to Julian biſhop 
40 of Coos ; that whoever vuluntarily remains in the filth of 
te git vices and the folly of his errors, it is neceſſary the Jaws 

% Should have their force with reſpect to him, and that he 
* ſhould meet auith the fate of e wy unhappy conduct 

ah * be chang e. 

After 


= oO 
After having reflected on what our fa 
thers have taught us, that it is principally to te 
Hoh See, and to thoſe biſhops who are in union 
with their head we are to look up for the depoſit 
of ecclefiaſtical doctrine, which the apoſtles af- 
ſign to the epiſcopal order“, and that he is 
not an orthodox catholic who denies that the 
Pope is the head, the paſtor and the primate of 
the univerſal church, the father and the teacher of 
all chriſtians, as the council of Florence expreſſes 
it, and that in this quality he is authoriſed, in the 
caſes and forms appointed by the canons, to pro- 
vide for the government of all dioceſes, and for 
the due execution of all paſtoral functions at- 
ever, which are neceſſary for the Ja fey and the 
benefit of our ſoulsT. 
After having conſidered chat the light of 
truth has begun to ſpread from the height of 
the apoſtolical chair, in the anſwer which his 
Holineſs has addreſſed to thoſe biſhops who 
| were members of the National Aſſembly, and 
that his laſt inſtruQion, addreſſed to the whole 
church of France, has precluded the very 
polhbility of a doubt 3 n 


+ Boſſuet's ſermon on ths unity of the church, proath-- | 
ed before the aſſembly of the French clergy in 1687. 
7 Circular letter of the French clergy in 165 5 1 


by order of the 3 in 1 1682, 


1 the : 


LE 

tze uniform dodtrine of the Pope and of 
dme epiſcopal order, the more we have pon- 
dered upon which the more clearly we have 
diſcovered the tradition of our church, the 
language of our fellow-biſhops, the dofrine 
and practice of the univerſal church, and that 
it is St. Peter himſelf who ſpeaks 1 _ voice 
2 his worthy ſucceſſor. 

Finally, having reflected that in the . 
Shae fate of the Gallican church, it is 
not in the power of its biſhops to receive and 

publiſh the apoſtolical decree in the ancient 
ſolemn forms which the diſcipline of our fa- 
thers have ſanctioned, that the eſſential inte- 
reſts of religion are at ſtake, and that though 
we are deprived of the ſatisfaQtion of receiv- 
ing in a body the deciſion of the ſupreme 
paſtor, we are nevertheleſs bound to make 
known our defire of doing ſo, in order to fix 
the conſciences . of others, to ſtrengthen our 
brethren in the faith, and to preſerve that 
portion of the flock of Chriſt which is com- 
mitted to our care from ſchiſm : —— WI 
' DECLARE that we do receive, with all reſpet 
and ſubmiſſion, the deciſion pronounced by 
the Holy See on the 13th April in the pre- 
ſent year 1791: and with regard to the cen- 
Jute and canonical penalties decreed at Rome 
| 5 in 


Il 1 


in the preſent extraordinary circumſtances - 
againſt thoſe members of the 'ecclekiaſtical 
body who have incurred the guilt of intrafion 
and perjury; We, by virtue of our apoſtolical 
authority, exerciſing. the right and fulfilling 


the duty which belong to us in quality of or- 


dinary and immediate guage of ecclehaſtical 
perſons in all ſpiritual concerns, ordain that 
the aforeſaid penalties hall bave their full 
effect, and that thoſe ecclefialtical perſons, 
whether ſecular or regular, who are deſcribed 
in the extract of the brief of the 43th of April 
quoted above, ſhall incur the ſame, if within 


_ fifteen days after this notice ſhall have been 
given them, in ſuch manner as circumſtances 


ſhall permit (which however iball be ſufficient 


to enable them to aſcertain its authenticity) 


they do not repair the ſcandal they have given 
by an open and public retraQtation of the aft 
which they have unfortunately taken. 
We declare moreover, in conformity with 
the brief of our Holy Father, that we do not 
hereby mean to withdraw thoſe perſons, who 
perſevere in their evil ways, from that weigh- 
tier puniſhment which the canons denounce 


4 againſt intruders, uſurpers and ſchiſmatics. 
Laſtly, we prohibit all and every one of 


our eccleliaflics, whether ſecular or regular, 


and 


1 


1 


* 


Las 1 


and all the faithful of our dioceſe in | general, 
from acknowledging, in any caſe whatſoever, 
the Sieur Expilly, who calls himſelf biſhop 
of Finiſterre, in quality of biſhop of the dio- 


ceſe of Leon, or from admitting of any ſpiri- 


ritual power or juriſdidtion whatſoever in the 
_ reftors, vicars or other prieſts who ſhall have 
been inſtituted or approved by him; requir- 
ing them to condutt themſelves to the afore- 


ſaid perſons, as the church appoints with re- 


ſpe to intruders and ſchiſmatics; with 
whom no intercourſe whatever can be had in 
the execution of their functions, without a 


ſhare in the guilt of their uſurpation and 


5 ſchiſm. | 


London Agel 20, 2791, 
(signed) 
+ JOHN FRANCIS, Bunnor or Lrox. 
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